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S EC RET ROME 15390 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, NATO 

SUBJECT: ALLIANCE EAST- WEST STUDY: ITALIAN CONTRIBUTION 
REF: A. NATO 8700, B. STATE 226334 

ITALIAN STATEMENT (REF.A) REGARDING THEIR LIMITED 
MANPOWER FOR DOING EAST- WEST STUDIES PAPER IS WELL 
FOUNDED (MFA OFFICE FOR SOVIET AND EASTERN EUROPEAN 
AFFAIRS IS INDEED UNDERSTAFFED), BUT IS ALSO CONVENIENT 
OUT. WE BELIEVE THAT ITALIANS IN ANY CASE WOULD BE 
MOST RELUCTANT TO UNDERTAKE COMMUNIST PARTY 
EVOLUTION PAPER BECAUSE OF OBVIOUSDOMESTIC 
POLITICAL CONSIDERATIONS. SOLUTION DESCRIBED 
REF.B, PAR A. 3, SEEMS TO US MOST WORKABLE WAY 
TO HANDLE PROBLEM. GARDNER 
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